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Abstract of WO 20040291 39 (A1 ) 
A method of continuously and efficiently treating a 
polystyrene resIn in a contracted get form to 
separate and recover the solvent and resin. The 
method comprises: a fluidlzation step In which a 
contracted-gel-form polystyrene resin recovered is 
heated, without being taken out of the recovery 
vessel, to about a temperature not higher than the 
flash point of the solvent contained in the contracted 
-gel-form polystyrene resin to thereby improve 
flowability; a filtration step in which the contracted- 
gel-form polystyrene resin having improved 
flowability is filtrated through a filter (20) comprising 
at least two filter medium layers differing in mesh 
shape and disposed at a given distance; and a 
separation step in which the contracted-gel-form 
polystyrene resin filtrated is introduced into a 
separation/recovery apparatus (30) to evaporate 
and recover the solvent to thereby separate it from 
the resin. 
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(57) Abstract: A method of continuously and efficiently 
treating a polystyrene resin in a contracted gel form to 
separate and recover the solvent and resin. The method 
comprises: a fluidization step in which a contracted-gel- 
form polystyrene resin recovered is heated, without being 
taken out of the recovery vessel, to about a temperature 
not higher than the flash point of the solvent contained in 
the contracted-gel -form polystyrene resin to thereby im- 
prove flowability; a filtration step in which the contracted- 
gel-form polystjrrene resin having improved flowability is 
filtrated through a filter (20) comprising at least two filter 
medium layers differing in mesh shape and disposed at 
a given distance; and a separation step in which the con- 
tracted-gel-form polystyrene resin filtrated is introduced 
into a separation/recovery apparatus (30) to evaporate and 
recover the solvent to thereby separate it from the resin. 
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